Para 5

As Hale has such confidence and a high status in this extract | would Ask the actor to position himself centre stage as
much as possible. On the line ‘Here is all the invisible world...” | would ensure that the actor stands upstage centre
behind Betty’s bed. All other characters would be surrounding the beds on either side making sure that the audience
have a clear view of Hale. This positioning would again highlight his importance and the way he is revered by the
Putmans. His lack of close proximity to Rebecca and Proctor would also signify their lack of trust in the situation and
his authority. On the line ‘I mean to crush him utterly’ | would ask the actor to move around Betty’s move in a slow
supercilious way , forcing everyone’s attention both characters and audience to be solely on him. His line ‘I cannot
tell...” will be delivered facing the audience at the foot of Betty’s bed downstage centre. At the end of the line |
would instruct the actor to turn his back on the audience closing everyone out from his ‘important’ work.
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This would contrast greatly with my instructions to the actor at the
end of Act 3. At this point | place Hale in close proximity to Danforth

as he tries to get his attention on the line ‘Excellency..” He would
follow Danforth around the stage before exiting stage right ‘I quit
this court.’




